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426 Squadron was established at Dishforth on 15th October, 1942, as part of No. 4 Group. At 
the beginning of January, 1943, the unit was transferred to No. 6 (R.C.A.F.) Group. While the 
squadron was stationed at Dishforth, the Wellington was the aircraft used to deliver bombs 

and mines to the enemy. The group transferred to Linton-on-Ouse in June, 1943, switching to 
Lancaster B.II bombers,  powered by Bristol Hercules Hercules VI or XVI engines radial 

engines, at the same time. Later in April of 1944 the squadron began to convert to Halifax 
bombers. The mythical thunderbird featured in the squadron crest originates from North 
American natives. According to the myth, the thunderbird signifies disaster and death to 

anyone on the ground who perceives it. Below, the motto reads “On wings of fire”. Fuselage 
markings with “OW” indicated the aircraft belonged to the squadron. During World War II 

operations, 426 Squadron lost 426 aircrew. 

https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/airfield_dishforth.pdf
https://www.bombercommandmuseum.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/airfield_lintononouse.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol_Hercules


RAF Linton-on-Ouse 

 
This diorama is on permanent display at the Montreal Aviation Museum 

 
Lancaster B.II crew returning after a long mission 



 
Squadron Leader Malcolm Dalton Loucks searching for late aircraft 

 
In fog 



 

 



 

 



 
Hell and Back: “Helen Back” 

 



 

 



 

 
 

The diorama and models were built by Gilles Pepin 



 

 



 
Save for the general view (first photograph), the photographs without a 

backdrop were taken using a Nikon D7100 with a Nikon AF-S Micro NIKKOR 
85mm 1:35G ED lens and Lumahawk Constant Lighting 

 


